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15.1 The Periodic Table


answer key





What is the periodic table?





A chart that organizes the elements by their chemical properties and increasing atomic number.





Each vertical column is called a group





the elements in a group have similar properties





groups: 


alkali metals


group 2 metals


halogens


noble gases


transition metals


The main group elements are Groups 1–2 and 13–18 (the tall columns of the periodic table). Elements in Groups 3 through 12 are called the transition elements.  The inner transition elements,


called lanthanides and actinides, are usually put below to fit on a page.








Each horizontal row is called a period


Across any period, the properties of the elements gradually change.


period 1: 1st energy level


period 2: 2nd energy level


period 3: 3rd energy level
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lithium





element symbol





atomic number





element name








